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FACSIMILE NO.: 


(703) 746-6699 






FROM: 


Alfred A. Fressola 


COMPANY/FIRM: 


Ware, Fressola, Van Der Sluys & Adolphson LLP 


PHONE NO.: 


(203) 1(>\-Ym 


[facsimile NO.: 


(203) 261-5676 



CONFIRMATION BY MAIL: NO 

Number of pages (including this transmittal page): 21 

If facsimile transmission is incomplete, please notify sender at (203) 261-1234. 



DearMs» Person: 

Thank you very much for your telephone call today. Per our conversation, 
attached are the documents filed with the USPTO in response to the Notification 
of Missing Requirements (not including the Assignment documents and IDS 
documents). Please let me know if you need anything further. Thank you. 



WARE, FRESSOLA, VAN DER SLUYS & ADOLPHSON LLP 
BRADFORD GREEN, BUILDING FIVE 
755 MAIN STREET. MONROE, CONNECTICUT 06468 
TELEPHONE NO. (203)261-1234 
FACSIMILE NO. (203) 261-5676 

TOE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN TIDS FACSIMILE IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY ALSO BE ATTORNEY- 
CLIENT PRIVILEGED, THE INFORMATION IS ESTTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR 
ENTITY TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIEOT, OR THE AGENT OR 
EMPLOYEE RESPONSIBLE TO DELIVER IT TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
THAT ANY USE, DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED, IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS FACSIMILE IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDUTELY NOTIFY US 
BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE RECEIVED MESSAGE TO US AT THE ADDRESS ABOVE VIA THE U.S. 
POSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU. 
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Applicant 
For 

SGilaj No. 



H. Bura. et al. 
fiRlDGE JO 
10/018,621 



Filed: 



^•***»flifipefflber 17,. 2001 



The followhf^g papers were receiyeti-ihithB U S: Patent and Trademark Office; 

CcraipieMott of Fl^^^ 
JL_i-TcMsmittal l^gMifi^^^^ 

Specification - NbjiOf^Pag^^^ 

Claims r^q.;ot.Pa^Jr: ■ 

l^Abstract:>N6;of fi^ . . 

-Xil - Pea, and Pi>wep^^i^tty;; <y^^ 

^ ^ Assignrnent, . / ' ' i>^l8^) 

.Sifiail Entity Statern^ 

Asslgnmeiit' Recordation Cover 
. Sheet 



Amendment and/or Response 
Info. Disclosure Statement 

TW or SIW Appl. - No. of Pages 

Specimens - No. of 

Fee: $955.00* Enclosed 



X 



. Drawings • No. of Sheets 

. Statement of Facts 
. Form FTO-1449 

copies of Intl. Search 

_i_ Notification of Missing^ Requirements Report & 2 references 

^ Petition Unde%"^ -^^^^^^^^^ F.47(a) cited therein 

*check no. 77^// 
Attomey: Date Mailed: Docl<etNo. 

AAF; 08/01/02 . 508rO42.O0S 

Please date st.mparidtsfrtif,^-,^,p^ )^ ^ ^ — 



RECEIVED 
WARE. FRESSOLA. VAN DER SLUYS 
&ADOLPHSON 

AUG 1 9 2002 

FILE , 

ANS'D. ek4Lf 
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US APPLICATION hFU^MBER NO. 



FIRST NAMED APPUCANT 



ATTY DOCKET NO 



10/0)8,62] 



004955 

WARE FRESSOLA VAN DER SLUYS & 
AOOLPHSON, LLP 
BRADFORD GREEN BUILDING 5 
'755 MAIN STREET, P O BOX 224 
MONROE. CT 06468 



Michael J Buxa 



508-042 9 



INTERNATIONAL APPtlCATIOX' NO 



] 



PCT/GBOO/02224 

I PRIORITY PATE { 



I.A. FILING DATE 



12/28/2000 



06/18/1999 



CONFIRMATION NO. 4979 
371 FORMALITIES LETTER 

IIIHI 



-CX:0000000073661 1 6- 



Dale Mailed: 02/05/2002 

NOTIFICATlbN OF MISSING REQUIREMENTS UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 IN THE UNITED 
STATES DESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE (DO/EO/US) 

The following items have been subnmtled by the applicant or the IB lo Ihe United Slates Patent and Trademark 
Office as an Elected Office (37 CFR 1.495): 



• U.S. Basic National Fees 

• Indication of Small Entity Status 

• Priority Document 

• Copy of IPE Report 

• Copy of references cited in iSR 

• Copy of the International Apprication 

• Copy of the International Search Report 

• Preliminary Amendments 

• Request for Immediate Examination 



RECEIVED 
W/VRE, FRESSOLA. VAN DER SLUYS 
& AOOLPHSON 



FEB 1 1 2002 



RLE .^ff-miS. 

ANS'P, CiM^ 



The following items MUST be furnished v/ithin the period set forth below in order lo complete the requirements for 
acceptance under 35 U.S.C. 371 : 



# Oath or declaration of the inventors, in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .497(a} and (b), identifying the application 
by the International application number and international filing date. 

• $65 Surcharge for providing the oath or declaration later than the appropriate 30 months months from the 
priority date (37 CFR 1.492(e)) is required. 

ALL OF THE ITEMS SET FORTH ABOVE MUST BE SUBMITTED WITHIN TWO (2) MONTH FROM THE DATE 
OF THIS NOTICE OR BY 22 or 32 MONTHS (where 37 CFR 1.495 applies) FROM THE PRIORITY DATE FOR 
THE APPLICATION, WHICHEVER IS LATER. FAILURE TO PROPERLY RESPOND WILL RESULT IN 
ABANDONMENT 

The time period set above may be extended by filing a petition and fee for extension of time under the provisions 
of37 CFR 1,1 36(a). 
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SUMMARY OF FEES DUE: 

Total addilional fees required for this appGcation is S65 for a Small Entity: 

• $B5 Late oath or declaration Surcharge. 

Applicunt is reminded that any communications to the United States Patent and Trademark Office must t}e mailed 
to the address given In the heading and include the U.S. application no. shown above (37 CFR 1 .5) 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the response. 



MAMIE P PERSON 



Telephone: (703) 305-3737 



PART 1 - ATTORNEY/APPLICANT COPY 



u s. APPLICATION NUMBER NO. 



INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. 



ATTY. DOCKET NO 



10/018.621 



PCT/GBOO/02224 



508-042.9 



FORM PCT/DO/EO/90S (371 Formalities Notice) 
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Practitioner's Docket No. 508r042.008 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: M. Bura et al. 
Application No.: 10/018,621 
Filed: December 17, 2001 
For: BRIDGE JOINT 



Confrrmation No.: 4979 
Group No.: Not Yet Assigned 
Examiner Not Yet Assigned 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box MISSING PARTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



COMPLETION OF FILING REQUIREMENTS 
- NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION 

(check and complete this Item, If applicable) 



\E\ This replies to the Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 USC §371 (Fonm 
PCT/DO/EO/905 (371 Formalities Notice)) mailed February 5, 2002 



NOTE: If these papers are ftled before the office letter issues, adequate Identrflcatton of the original papers shoufd be made, 
e.g., in addtOon to tfie nerrte of the inventor and tiUe of irtvenlSon, the fHIng date based on the 'Express Mail* 
procedure, the serial number from the return post card or the attorney's docket number added 

IS A copy of the Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 USC §371 Is enclosed. 



NOTE: The PTO requires that a copy of Form PTO-ISSJ be returned with the response to the notice to file missing parts to 
the application. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILINGH'RANSM^ION (37 C.F.R. § 1.8(a)) 

I hereby certify that this oorrespondenoe Is, on the dale shown below, being: 

IMAIUNG FACSIMU 



m deposited with the United states Postal 
Service with sufllcteni postage ds first-dass 
mail In an envelope addressed Co the 
Assistant Commissionef for Patents. 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Date: August 1.2002 



□ transmitied by facsimile to Ihe Patent and 
Trademark Office. 



Signature 



Annernarte Maher 



(type or print name of person certifying) 
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U.S. Patent Application No. 10/018,621 



DECLARATION OR OATH 

IL E No declaration or oalh was filed. Enclosed is Ihe original declaration or oath for this 

application and a Petition Under 37 CFR §1 .47(a) For Acceptance Of Declaration By Joint 
Inventor On Behalf Of Himself And Nonslgning Inventor Michael J. BURA. Who Cannot Be 
Located. 

NOTE: if the correct inventor or mventors btb not named on ftting a nonprwistonal appBcation under § 1.53(b) vWfhouf an 
BKecuted oath or declaration under § 1.63, the later submission of an executed oath or declaration under § f .63 
during the pendarKy of the application wiB ad to correct the earlier identiftcaUon of inventorship. 37 C.F.R. § 

OR 

□ The declaration or oath that was fifed was determined to be defective. A new original oath or 
declaration is attached. 

NOTB: For surcharge fee for filing declaration after filing date complete Hem Vl(3) below. 

NOTE: *The following con)binations of information supplied in an oath or declaration fried after the fOing date are 
acceptable as minimums for identifying a specification and compliance with any one of the items below win 
be accepted as complying wHh the identification requirement of37C.F.R. § 1.63: 

'(A) application number (consisting of the series coda and the serial number, e.g., OS/123,456; 

"(B) serial ntimber and filing date; 

YQ attorney docket numtier winch was on the specification as faed: 

"(D) title which was on the specification as filed and reference to en attached specification which is both 
attached to the oath or declaration at the time of execution and submitted with the oath or declaraUon; 
or 

"(E) tiUe which was on the speciftcaiion as filed and accompanied by a cover letter accurately identifying 
the appBcation for which H was intended by either the appScation number (consisting of the series 
code and the serial number, e.g., 08/123,456), or serial number and filing date. Absertt any 
statementfs) to the contrary, it will be presumed that the application fifed in the FH'O is the application 
which the inverftor(s) executed by signing the oath or declaration' 

hA,P.E,P. § 601.01{a) 7* Ed. 

NOTE: Another minimum fouruS acceptable in the decimation Is the ffSng date 0,e., date of express maS) and the 
express maB number, useful whore the serial number is not yet known. But note the practice where the 
express ma» deposit fe a Saturday, Sunday or holiday wHhkt the District ofColumtm, 37 C.E fl§1, 10(c). 

(compfete (c) or (d), if applicable) 

Attached IS a 

(t) a Statement by a registered attorney that the application fBed in the PTO is the application 
thai the inventor executed by signing the dedarafion. 

(d) □ Statement that the "attached" specification Is a copy of the specrfication and any 
amendments thereto. that were filed in the PTO to obtain the filing date. 



III. □ Cancel claims 



AMENDMENT CANCELLING CLAIMS 

] Inclusive. 
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U.S. Patent Application No. 10/018,621 

TRANSMITTAL OF ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
OF NON-ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPERS 

EV. □ Submitted herewith is an English translation of the non-English language application papers 
as originally filed. Also submitted herewith is a statement by the translator of the accuracy 
of the translation. It is requested that this translation t>e used as the copy for examination 
purposes in the PTO. 

NOTE: For fee processmg a non-Sngtish appikalhn, complete item VI(S) below, 

NOTE: a non-English oaih or declaration in the form provided tyy the PTO need not be translated. 37 C.F,R.§1. 69(b), 

SMALL ENTITY STATUS 

V. [E] A statement that this filing is by a small entity 

(check and complete appTicable items) 
\3 has already been asserted. 

□ is attached. 

□ A separate refund request accompanies this paper. 

□ was filed on (original). 



COMPLETION FEES 



WARNING: F&lure to siAmit the surcharge faes where required wHl cause the application to become abandoned, 37 
C.F.R § 153. 

NOTE: For effect on fees of failure to estabSsh status, or charge status, as a sntaff entity, see 37 C.F.R, § 1.28(a). 
1 . Filing fee 

□ original patent application 

(37 C.F.R. § 1 .16(a) - $740.00; small entity - $370.00) $ 

□ design application 

(37 C.F.R. § 1 ,16(0 - $330.00; small entity - $165.00) $ 



2. Fees for claims 

□ each independent claim in excess of 3 

(37 C.F.R. § 1.16(b) - $84-00; small entity- $42.00) $. 



□ each claim in excess of 20 

(37 C.F.R, § 1.16(c) - $18.00; small entity - $9.00) $, 

□ multiple dependent ctalm(s) 

(37 C.F.R. § 1.16(d) - $280.00; small entity - $140.00) $^ 
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U.S. Patent Application No. 10/018,621 

3. Surcharge Fees 

m late payment of filing fee and/or late filing of original dedaratfon or oath (37 C.F.R. § 1.16(e) 
-$130.00); 

$ 65.00 

NOTE: Even where a facsimUe dedarOSon or oath signed by (he ifwentor(5) was part of the originatty filed papers, the 
sufchafge fee is reQwrad. 

NOTE: if txjth the filing fee end dedarebon or oath were missing trom the original papers, the Office practice under C,F,R. 
§1.1 6(e) is. that on!y one surcharga Fee need be paid whether the later Tiled oath or declarab'on and/or the Wing fee 
ere submnted afterwards at the same time or at dmerant times, 

4. ES PeUtlon and fee for filing by other than an the Inventors or 
a person not the inventor 

(37 C.F.R, §§ 1.17(1) and 1.47 - $130.00) $ 130.00 

□ Fee for processing an application filed with a specification 
in a non-English language 

(37 C.F.R. §§ 1.17(k) and 1.52(d) - $130.00) $ 



□ Fee for processing and retention of application 
(37 C.F,R. §§ 1.21(1) and 1.53(d) - $130.00) 



IS Assignment (See "ASSIGNMENT COVER SHEET.) S 40.00 

NOTE: 37 C.F.R § 1.21(1) establishes a fee for pnxsssing and rstaining any appTtcaUon which is abandoned for faiSng to 
complete the application pursuant to 37 CF.R § 1,53(0 ^ this, as weH as the changes to 37 CF.R. §§ 1.S3 and 
1. 78, indicate that in order to obtain the benefit of a prior U. S. appScathn, either the basic f^ng fee or the processing 
andretentlon fee of§ 1,21(1) withtfy 1 year of notification under § 1.53(f) must be paid. 

Total completion fees $ 235.00 

EXTENSION OF TIME 

Vll 

(complete (a) or (b), as applicable) 

The proceedings herein are for a patent application, and the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) 
apply. 

(a). (HI Applicant petitions for an extension of time, the fees for which are set out In 37 C.F.R. 
§1 .17(a)(1H4), for the total number of months checked below: 

Extensron Fee for other than Fee for 

(months) small entity small entftv 

□ one month $ IIO.OO $ 55.00 

□ two months $ 400.00 $ 200.00 

□ three months $ 920.00 $ 460.00 
m four months $1,440.00 $720.00 

Fee: $ 720.00 

If an additional extension of time is required, please consider this a petitton therefor. 
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